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"UACI is a powerful driver of economic growth in Southern Arizona, providing startups with resources, mentorship and
infrastructure they need to thrive,’ said Casey Carrillo, executive director of UACI. "By fostering innovation and supporting
entrepreneurs, we are not only launching successful companies but also creating high-quality jobs and attracting investment
that strengthens our regional economy."

Startups that have gone through the UACI program have made a significant economic impact. According to the report, UACI
startup clients contributed $19.1 million in state and local taxes from 2021 to 2023. Additionally, startups that participated in
UACI programming contributed a total of 886 jobs.

During this time period, 41% of UACI startups involved U of A alumni, graduate students or technology that originated from
university research.

“The University of Arizona has built a dynamic innovation ecosystem where pioneering research, entrepreneurship and
economic growth converge,” said Tomas Diaz de la Rubia, senior vice president for research and innovation. “Through Tech
Launch Arizona, we translate U of A-born discoveries into technologies that drive new ventures, and with the University of
Arizona Center for Innovation, we provide founders the mentorship and infrastructure to launch and scale their businesses.
By fostering a seamless pathway from idea to impact, we are strengthening Arizona's economy, generating jobs, and
ensuring that university-driven innovations make a difference in the world.”
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With 41% of UACI startups involving University of Arizona alumni, graduate students or technology, many leverage to the
incubator’s Good Laboratory Practice (GLP)-certified lab space and flexible ‘rent-a-bench' environment to launch and scale

businesses in healthcare, biology, and life sciences.

Between 2021 to 2023, UACI worked with startups in a variety of industries: 39% in health care, biology and life sciences;
24% in climate technology; 17% in hardware and engineering; 16% in software, artificial intelligence and mobile application
development; and 4% in imaging.

The economic report also examined the lifetime impact of UACI, which has supported more than 1,500 entrepreneurs
through workshops, educational training and assistance with business pitch preparation. With support from UACI programs
and resources, more than 300 startups have accumulated $180.6 million in capital investment funding.

Dimensional Energy, a UACI startup client since 2022, is an exemplary example of innovation in action. Dimensional Energy
gives CO2 new life as a cost-effective building block for industrial fuels and consumer products traditionally made from
fossil carbon. Headquarters in Ithaca, NY, Dimensional Energy opened its Tucson Technology Center and pilot plant in the
same year they joined the incubator program and became tenants at the UA Tech Park. As part of its growth, the company is
advancing its innovative carbon utilization technology with a pilot project at the Solar Zone within UA Tech Park. By
leveraging cutting-edge research, this project demonstrates sustainable fuel production that supports the transition to a low-
carbon future. Dimensional Energy secured $20 million in Series A funding in 2023 to develop their catalyst technology for
production of sustainable aviation fuel and advanced chemical ingredients that de-fossilize thousands of products.
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Dimensional Energy’s Tucson Technology Center at the Solar Zone within UA Tech Park

"At Dimensional Energy, we're proud to be part of the UACI incubator program, which has been an invaluable asset to our
company. The support we've received, along with UACI’s extensive network of resources, has been key in enabling our growth
and expansion,” said Angelina Farrar, Tucson Operations Manager for Dimensional Energy. “Opening our Technology Center
at the UA Tech Park has proven to be a strategic decision, providing us with access to a thriving innovation ecosystem.
Currently, 12 employees work at the center, contributing to our mission to build a more sustainable future.’

The economic analysis provides an outline of the UACI startup industries from 2021 to 2023, with 39% in healthcare and
biology & life sciences, 24% in climate tech, 17% in hardware/engineering, 16% in software/artificial intelligence/app
development, and 4% in imaging.

The report also includes the lifetime impact of UACI with more than 1,500 entrepreneurs having been supported by UACI
through workshops, educational training, and pitch preparation assistance. As a result of UACI's support of more than 300
startups through its programming and resources to help move ideas from concept to market, startups have accumulated
$180.6 million in capital investment funding.

About the UA Center for Innovation

The University of Arizona Center for Innovation (UACI) is a startup incubator network with outposts across the Southern Arizona
region. For two decades, the program has directly served over 300 companies, impacting thousands of entrepreneurs who have
attracted $105.8M in capital. This is done by providing access to people, programming, and places that help entrepreneurs take
their companies from idea to market. With the mission to fuel the Arizona economy, UACI works to help scale science and tech-
based startups under the scope of Tech Parks Arizona creating university-based economic impact. Tech Parks Arizonadirects
the UA Tech Park, the UA Tech Park at The Bridges and the University of Arizona Center for Innovation.
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